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Dear parent/carer 

As you know, we are currently in the process of preparing for a possible return to school for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from Monday 1st June.  The school and our Governors have carefully gone through the risk assessments and new Government regulations to ensure that everything is in place.   If there is any reversal in the Government decisions, we will contact you.

I know that many of you have concerns about the possible return to school and I am sure you are very keen to know what a school day might look now that the Government has given us the go ahead to reopen after half term.  With this in mind, I write to update you.
 
To date, we have agreed the following when the school reopens on Monday 1st June:

Planned Timetable

We will be opening initially for Year Reception from 1st June and Year 1 from 8th June, Mondays to Thursdays. The school will be closed on Fridays for deep cleaning (with the exception of key worker children).

We are working on a wider plan to incorporate welcoming Year 6 back, but due to space and staffing restrictions, we are unable to do so in the first few weeks and will have to wait until Government guidelines change.  

Who will be able to attend school?

	Day / Date
	Who is in?
	More info


	Monday 1st June


	Year Reception bubbles start
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Tuesday 2nd June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Wednesday 3rd June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Thursday 4th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Friday 5th June


	Key worker and vulnerable children in only 
	School closed for deep clean

	Monday 8th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles start
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Tuesday 9th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Wednesday 10th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Thursday 11th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Friday 12th June


	Key worker and vulnerable children in only 
	School closed for deep clean

	Monday 15th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Tuesday 16th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Wednesday 17th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Thursday 18th June


	Year Reception bubbles 
Year 1 bubbles
Key worker/vulnerable children
	

	Friday 19th June


	Key worker and vulnerable children in only
	School closed for deep clean



This plan will continue until Government guidelines change and we will communicate this with you.












We will contact you all individually (Year Reception only initially) to confirm your child’s ‘bubble’ and the specific drop off and pick up times for your child. Please stick to these allotted times as it is essential for us manage on-site numbers. We may revise timings for the following week and moving forwards. We will update you as soon as possible on this. If you do not receive an email about your child’s ‘bubble’, it is because we have not received confirmation from you or you have told us your child will not be returning on 1st June.

Key worker children will still be able to attend Mondays to Fridays from 8.45am – 3.15pm as usual. Please continue to update us weekly as to your requirements.

Classes/Classrooms
· All classes will not exceed a size of 15 per class.  This means that Reception and Year 1 will be split into two classes or ‘bubbles’. They will not mix with children or staff from any other group throughout the day, and once allocated their bubble; they will stay within this group for the foreseeable future;
· If your child is a key worker child and in either Year R or 1, they will join one of their year group bubbles (and be with any other key worker children that they have already been at school with);
· Your child may not have their usual class teacher;  
· We cannot guarantee that your child will be in a class with all of their close friends; 
· We will aim to ensure that teaching staff stay with their class consistently throughout the week unless other circumstances, such as ill health, prevent them from doing so;
· Each group of 15 children will be allocated resources that will stay with them.  Stationery will be given to each pupil and we will ensure that each child uses their own individual stationery pack;
· We will not be sending any work home with the children. The home learning pages on our website will continue to be used;
· The classrooms will be set up to ensure that as much as possible the children will maintain social distancing. Please note that it is accepted that the youngest children will not be able to maintain the 2m rule.













Cleaning
· We will be asking the children in school to wash their hands regularly throughout the day;
· Classroom tables, door handles etc., will be wiped at regular intervals throughout the day;
· Each year group will be given their own toilet and handwashing facilities.


Drop Off and Pick Up
· Markings outside the school will be in place to help you social distance during drop off and pick up;
· Each group of 15 children will be given a 15 minute slot for both drop off and pick up.  These times will not necessarily be the usual drop off and pick up times;
· Only one adult should come to school with their child. You may bring siblings if they cannot be left at home but they must stay with you and not mix with others;
· Please maintain social distancing at all times;
· We politely ask you not to linger;
· If you walk to school, markers will guide you on where to wait with your child and, when requested to do so by a member of staff, we will need your child to enter, without their parent/carer, via your allocated entrance at the front of the school.  The back gate leading to the playground will be closed;
· If you drive into school we will be operating a drop off system so children can enter via the front entrance.  We will need you to drop your child as swiftly as possible.  Please can we ask that all children that can get out of the car un-aided, do so.  Pick up will be a similar process.  We will send the children out safely, one by one, when you come to collect.


Breaks - Morning/Lunch/Afternoon  
· We will stagger all breaks and lunchtimes in order to maintain safe distances where possible; 
· We will provide hot meals for all YR, Y1 and key worker children. However, you are welcome to provide a packed lunch.
















What should your child wear and bring into school with them?
· All children should wear clean clothes daily, and shoes/trainers suitable for running around in (no sandals/open toe shoes);
· Children must attend wearing their usual school uniform;
· Please bring in a clean PE kit on their first day, this will, remain in school;
· Please ensure your child has had sun cream applied before school as we will not be able to apply it for them;
· Water bottle (communal water fountains have been turned off);
· Sun hat;
· Lunch box if not having hot meals;
· Hand cream (named) if required (they must be able to apply themselves);
· Face masks will not be permitted in school;
· Please do not bring any work books or reading book into school.


What happens if my child needs first aid?
Each classroom has a first aid kit for minor injuries, cuts and grazes. Where possible we will ask children to carry out their own first aid (under supervision) e.g. washing a graze and applying a plaster.

For more serious injuries, we will follow our normal first aid procedure, and our first aiders will wear PPE when administering first aid.  We will, of course, keep your children as safe as possible.


What if my child is ill or develops symptoms of Covid-19 at school?
If a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be isolated within school, sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. The school will inform the relevant staff/parents that their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days.

Parents should collect their child from school as quickly as possible.

 It is now possible to have your child tested for Covid-19 (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/) – if proved negative they may return to school if well enough. If positive, the school will contact all children from their bubble, and relevant teachers and they will be asked to stay off school and self-isolate for 14 days.


What if my child is poorly?
If your child or any member of your household is displaying ANY Covid-19 symptoms, you must stay at home as self-isolate in line with the Government guidelines.


Your will still be required to contact the school to report an absence as usual.

If I don’t send my child to school in the first weeks, can I later change my mind?
We accept that some parents may initially be concerned about sending their child back to school. As time goes on, this may change. If you do change your mind then you may send your child back but we will require 72 hours’ notice to enable us to plan for their return.

What will happen to Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6?
At the moment, we do not have the staffing or space for these children to return to school unless they have parents who are key workers. The Government has indicated they want all children to return before the end of term, but as of yet, we have no details as to how they see this working.  We will keep you informed as we are given information.

What home learning is being provided for those children who are not in school?
We have had very positive feedback from parents regarding the work we have provided whilst the school has been closed. We want to be able to maintain this for the children who are not in school as much as possible. However, this needs to balance with the work staff will need to do now more children are expected back in school and teaching full time.

Our home learning pages on the website will continue to be updated with learning suggestions for the children at home. Teachers will have their planning day on a Friday weekly, and this is when they will be able to respond to any learning enquiries you may have.

Please continue to email the school office if you have any feedback for us regarding remote learning.  How else can we support you?  What do you find useful?

[bookmark: _GoBack]What do I do if I want to talk to someone in school?
Please do not come into the school. If you have something urgent, we ask that you make an appointment by emailing the office, and this will be done remotely where possible. If you have any other questions, please email the school office.

Wrap around care
It will not be possible to offer before and after school provisions for the time being.

If your contact details have changed in the last 6 months, please email the school office to confirm.

I know the rules and timetabling seem strict – but they do need to be. There will be no exceptions so please respect our staff by abiding by these rules.







In the meantime stay safe. We look forward to seeing more of you soon. Have a lovely half term week.

Yours sincerely

[image: ]
Mrs A. Harrison
Headteacher
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