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Early Years Writing Curriculum Expectations

• Be able to write recognisable letters, most 

of which are correctly formed.

• Be able to spell words by identifying 

sounds in them and representing the 

sounds with a letter or letters.

• Be able to write simple phrases and 

sentences that can be read by others.



KS1 Writing Curriculum Expectations



KS2 Writing Curriculum Expectations



Writing Assessment

➢ Writing is teacher assessed for all year groups as follows:

- Working towards the expected standard

- Working at the expected standard

➢ Year 6 writing is assessed as follows:

- Working towards the expected standard

- Working at the expected standard

- Working at greater depth

Year 6 writing is subject to moderation by the LA
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Immersion

➢ Reading texts

➢ Drama

➢ Roleplay

➢ Watching films/video clips

➢ Music

➢ Trips

➢ School visitors

➢ Visitor talks

➢ Theme days
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Vocabulary Building

➢ Authors’ notebooks

➢ Working walls
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Grammar

➢ Taught explicitly and through the writing 

 journey
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Planning

➢ Different planning formats

➢ Audience and purpose

➢ Noting initial ideas
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Writing

➢ Whole class modelling

➢ Shared writing

➢ Independent writing
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Editing

➢ Checking punctuation

➢ Checking spellings

➢ Improving words/

 sentences



Handwriting – KS1
Reception:

➢ Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed

Year 1:

➢ sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

➢ begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place

➢ form capital letters

➢ form digits 0-9

➢ understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ 

 (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these

Year 2:

➢ form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

➢ start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters 

 and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

➢ write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation 

 and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters

➢ use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.



Handwriting – KS2
Year 3 and 4:

➢ Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

 which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

➢ Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 

 [for example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; 

 that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that ascenders and 

 descenders of letters do not touch]

Year 5 and 6:

➢ Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

➢ Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and 

 deciding whether or not to join specific letters

➢ Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

Handwriting forms part of the KS2 writing judgement



Supporting Writing at Home

➢Place to write

➢Read, read, read!

➢Reflective journal

➢Authentic writing 

opportunities

➢Be a writing role model

➢Vocabulary notebooks

➢Ask questions!

➢Publishing writing

➢Handwriting practice



Thank you for listening. 

Any questions?
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